








IRAP Joint Therapy

In the spring, BEMC acquired the
innovative new IRAP (Interleukin-1
Receptor Antagonist Protein) sys-
tem for use in treating equine joints
with early mild to moderate os-
teoarthritis or synovitis. The Or-
thokine IRAP system is used to col-
lect, amplify, concentrate, and re-
administer substances from the
horse’s own blood that combat in-

flammation in joints. It was initially
developed in Europe, where it has
been successfully used for several -
years, and was recently introduced | JRAP injection in the hock joint of a patient
to the United States. A specialized
syringe system containing glass
beads is used to draw blood from

the horse. The blood is processed via incubation for 24 hours, during which
IRAP concentrations in the blood are amplified, and then centrifuged to sepa-
rate the serum containing the IRAP from the blood cells. The serum is then
separated into several syringes; extra doses can be frozen for later use. These
IRAP proteins prevent triggering of inflammatory cascades by interleukin
when injected into joints, helping to manage osteoarthritis and decrease pro-
gression of the disease. This therapy is an alternative to repeated cortisone
injection of joints, and avoids their potential complications.

“No hour of life is wasted that

is spent in the saddle.”

Winston Churchill

Advanced Tendon Therapy

Healing and repair of injured tendons can be enhanced at the cellular level by using Platelet Rich Plasma (PRP). PRP is a
blood by-product produced by special centrifugation of the patient’s blood. Rich in growth factors, PRP is a natural patient-

derived product that is safe, effective, and one of the best ways to enhance tendon healing.

Another therapy that is now available at Bend Equine is the use of bone marrow derived stem cells for treatment of muscu-

loskeletal diseases. Research has shown that these cells are a
beneficial therapy to treat tendonitis, desmitis (inflammation of a
ligament), and joint disease. The bone marrow is harvested from

your horse from either the pelvis or the sternum. This is a stand- [ '
ing procedure (only sedation and a local anesthetic block re- %
quired). The cells are sent from our clinic to a lab where they are
expanded, frozen, and sent back to our clinic. The cells are then
thawed and injected into the lesion.
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Ultrasound of an injured
tendon that would benefit
from PRP therapy or stem

cell therapy
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BANDAGING,WOUND CARE AND IM INJECTIONS
LECTURE AND HANDS-ON LABORATORY

Wounds are the most common equine emergency, and appropriate
first aid can make an enormous difference in the ultimate outcome.
Bandaging is an integral part of successful wound care, and both and
art and a science. Learn more about how to assess wounds, wound
healing, appropriate topical medications, dressings, bandaging tech-
niques for various locations, and how/where to safely give IM injec-
tions. The afternoon session will be hands on with veterinary in-
struction on proper bandage applications and injection techniques.

The first half of the course will be held from 9:30 am—noon at Five
Pine Conference Center in Sisters, and the second half will be from
|pm—3:30 pm at Bend Equine Medical Center. The lab will be lim-
ited to the first 40 applicants.
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